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OFFICERS
President: Greg Beckler
Natural Stone Bridge & Cave, NY
Ph: 518-494-2283 gbeckler@frontiernet.net

Diane Thompson, Coordinator
92 Hidden Drive, Camdenton, MO 65020 diane@cavern.com
573-836-2256

Vice President: Steve Rawlings
Mercer Caverns, CA
Ph: 209-728-2101 stever@mercercaverns.com
Secretary Treasurer: Bob Holt
Howe Caverns, NY
Ph: 518-296-8900 roberth@howecaverns.com
Past President: Eric Evans
Ohio Caverns, OH
Ph: 937-465-4017 crcave@ctcn.net
Coordinator: Diane Thompson
Camdenton, MO
Ph: 573-836-2256 diane@cavern.com

REGIONAL DIRECTORS
Region One:
(CT, DE, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT)
Bob Holt -Howe Caverns, NY
roberth@howecaverns.com Ph: 518-296-8900
Region Two:
(MD, VA, WV, KY)
Rho Lansden – Lost River Cave & Valley, KY
rho@lostrivercave.com Ph: 540-743-6551
Region Three: (IL, IN, MI, OH)
Claudia Yundt - Squire Boone Caverns, IN
claudia@squireboone.com Ph: 812-732-4382
Region Four: (AR, IA, KS, MO, NE)
Steve Thompson - Bridal Cave, MO
steve@bridalcave.com Ph: 573-346-2676
Region Five: (MN, MT, ND, SD, WI)
Joe Klimczak - Cave of the Mounds, WI
joe@caveofthemounds.com Ph: 608-437-3038

From the Desk of the NCA President
It is the time to prepare for the busy summer season, but I ask you to pause for
a moment to reflect upon the passing of Martha Berdeaux, former owner of
Endless Caverns VA, on April 1, and Rebecca Graves, owner of Luray
Caverns VA, on April 7th. They will be greatly missed by their friends and
family, including the NCA family.
Nineteen NCA members, including the Executive Committee and Directors
gathered in St. Louis at the end of February for a successful Mid-Winter
Meeting. A brief summary of items discussed include: report and discussion
from committees (Insurance, Retail, Finance, Air Quality, Membership,
Communication, Education, WNS), revitalization of History & Business
Innovation Committees, overview by the Convention Committee of our
upcoming 2012 South Dakota and 2013 Bridal Cave Conventions, an
informative Skype session with our webmaster, discussion of Affiliate
Membership and the usual business items including the Director reports. We
also want to thank Les Turilli Jr. for allowing us to check out the cave and zip
line at Meramec Caverns. Much of the NCA business is done at this meeting
with follow up by Directors and Committees to accomplish goals over the next
few months. If any NCA member wishes to actively participate on any
committee, please let me know!
Have a great summer season and see everyone in South Dakota!
Best,

Region Six: (CA, ID, NV, OR, WA, AK, HI,
Barbados, Bermuda)
Matt Doyle – Lake Shasta Caverns, CA
mdoyle@lakeshastacaverns.com
Ph: 800-795-CAVE

Greg
Greg Beckler

Region Seven: (AZ, CO, NM, UT, WY)
Steve Runkle - Cave of the Winds, CO
rsr@caveofthewinds.com Ph: 719-685-5444

President
Natural Stone Bridge & Caves Park
535 Stone Bridge Rd.
Pottersville, NY 12860
518-494-2283
518-494-7979 fax
StoneBridgeAndCaves.com
FACEBOOK
Twitter

Region Eight: (LA, OK, TX)
Ed Mayfield – Caverns of Sonora, TX
edmayfield@mac.com Ph: 325-387-3105
Region Nine: (AL, FL, GA, MS, NC, SC, TN,)
Patty Perlaky – Raccoon Mt. Caverns, TN
caveperl@yahoo.com Ph: 423-821-9403

(President, National Caves Association)

Inner Space Caverns was on TV – “Day Jobs”
Inner Space was on T.V. Bill Engvall, the comedian with the blue collar tour, was a tour guide at Inner Space while in
college. Bill Engvall, Inner Space Caverns, and our employees were on the show "Day Jobs" on GAC (Great American
Country). Bill Engvall did a great job, and actually did a cave tour for customers on TV.
Taunya Vessels
General Manager

Howe Caverns was published in the magazine “Park World”
Howe Caverns made coverage in the international Park World publication. We made mention on the cover and you will
find the story on pages 32-33.
http://content.yudu.com/A1ubx7/PWOct2011/resources/index.htm?referrerUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parkworldonline.com%2F
Robert A. Holt
General Manager & Corporate Secretary
National Caves Association, Secretary/Treasurer & Director Region 1
Howe Caverns, Inc
Phone 518-296-8900
Cell: 518-376-2144
Email: roberth@howecaverns.com
www.howecaverns.com

Retail Committee
Happy Spring Everyone,
Your NCA Retail Committee has been hard at work planning the Vendor Show for the 2012 convention. The
invitations went out to the “favorite” NCA vendors list that all of you contributed to. Vendors are already signing up and
we are expecting a great show! It’s been a few years since we have had the opportunity to do an actual vendor show and
we are very excited!
I want to personally thank all the members of the NCA Buyers Group. You guys and gals are just so wonderful.
We have had several topics and questions in the past few months and everyone chimes in and gives great advice. Thank
you so much for your expert advice and willingness to share!
The bat awareness bracelets are here!! If you ordered some from me you should have them in your hands. If you
ordered and do not have them please let me know. If you would like to order please drop me a line and I’ll get them out
to you. We have a few still in stock. Just contact me at Claudia@squireboone.com.
IGES / Smokey Mt. Gift Show attendees: keep Wed. November 7th open!! The NCA buyer’s dinner will be that
evening. Once again they will be offering shuttle bus service to and from the restaurant. More details will be coming this
summer!
Here’s to a busy 2012 season!!
Claudia Yundt
NCA Retail Chair

47th Annual National Caves Association Convention
Years and years the convention committee has heard from the members how they wanted a convention in South Dakota.
Well it's finally happening! The 47th Annual Convention will be in Deadwood, South Dakota. The convention
committee has been hard at work planning for months and months for a fantastic convention. They have plans to visit Mt.
Rushmore, Custer's State Park, Black Hills Caverns, Rushmore Cave and much, much more! Details will be coming by
mid-summer so watch your inbox and your mailbox. Mark your calendars:
Sept. 24 - 28th, 2012
The Lodge of Deadwood
100 Pine Crest
Deadwood, SD 57732
1-877-DWD-LODG
This is going to be a fun filled, packed to the rafters convention! If you have not attended in a few years you MUST
attend this year!! It's going to be a great one!
The Convention Committee

Regional Updates
Region 5:
The winter is a slow time for most caves here in the north, as most are only open seasonally. For Cave of the Mounds, we
had a very good winter season and spring break. This was due to a number of factors. The unusually mild winter resulted
in more travelers. As the economy gradually improves, we are seeing increased spending by our visitors. We had several
good press stories that boosted awareness that we are open in the winter. Also, we have added some special events in the
winter that also boost awareness. In the end we were up more than 40% in the first quarter!
There is news from Crystal Cave in Spring Valley Wisconsin. Many members met Eric McMaster at the NCA convention
at Luray caverns. He has concluded the purchase of Crystal Cave from Blaze and Jeannie Cunningham and we are happy
to welcome him to our NCA family. This year they will all be working there together, and beginning in 2013 he will be
taking over completely as Blaze and Jeannie hit the road in their RV for new adventures. Congratulations to all!
Best regards,
Joe Klimczak
General Manager
Cave of the Mounds - National Natural Landmark
Tel: 608-437-3038 - ext 106
Fax: 608-437-4181
joe@caveofthemounds.com
www.caveofthemounds.com

Region 9:
We wish to welcome Roger Hartley/Appalachian Caverns in Blountville, TN to the NCA! They are open year round,
offer walking tours, wild tours, a Haunted Cavern in October, gemstone panning and camping.
The Bluegrass Underground program at Cumberland Caverns has been featured on PBS several times - check it out if you
have not already seen it.
Cathedral Caverns is adding a small campground.
DeSoto Caverns is adding a Moon Walk and water roller.

Ruby Falls is upgrading the tour audio equipment, script, and overall "feel" of the tour.
All but one of our regional caves reported at least an even year last year, with most reporting increases.
Patty Perlaky
Region 9

HOWE CAVERNS - Winter Wonders : Expert Cavers Plan Underground Fundraiser
January and February offer opportunities here at the Caverns that might not be enjoyed at other times of the year.
Those coming for our Traditional Tour relish in a shorter wait and tour guides who are never without new things to share
about the cave. But, the winter months also provide the Caverns a chance to offer thanks to the expert cavers who help us
in so many ways.
Our Tour Manager Jeff DeGroff writes in his recent blog that for more than 20 years, local cavers have been coming to
the Caverns to help with cave clean up. Their work is amazing and we're most grateful. One of our youngest helpers and
future caver, Matt Rider, is pictured here.

Matt Rider hard at work.
The generous spirit of our caver friends is overwhelming. Peter Connor, from a grotto in Boston, asked Jeff about the
possibility of a fundraiser to help flood victims in Schoharie County. Within days, with the help of Chuck Porter from
Troy, a fundraiser at the Caverns was organized. Twenty expert cavers will enter a portion of the cave never photographed
before on Feb. 25. They'll also map this part of the cave, known as Reynolds River. In addition, for those less experts, Jeff
will be conducting a special geology/hydrology tour at 11 a.m. that day as part of the fundraising effort. Anyone interested
should email Jeff directly.
We're thrilled and excited to share the magic of this great cave. We hope to see you soon to share some magic with you.
Robert Holt
General Manager

